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In late January, Peru returned to the jurisdiction of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights
(IACHR), the judicial arm of the Organization of American States (OAS). Under former President
Alberto Fujimori, the country had partially withdrawn from the court after it ruled that four Chileans
convicted of terrorism must be retried. The vote came 18 months after Fujimori pushed through
legislation to partially withdraw from the court following the IACHR ruling.
The IACHR had found that Peru must retry four Chileans sentenced by a military court to life in
prison for terrorism and treason. The court ruled that Jaime Castillo Petruzzi, Lautaro Mellado,
Maria Concepcion Pincheira, and Alejandro Astorga, members of the Movimiento Revolucionario
Tupac Amaru (MRTA), had to be retried in a civilian court (see NotiSur, 1999-07-09).
Fujimori had said the IACHR ruling threatened national security and set a bad precedent that could
lead to all convicted terrorists being released. Thousands of Peruvians were imprisoned during
Fujimori's campaign against leftist guerrillas. Defendants were often tried by hooded military judges
whose identities were hidden to protect them from reprisals. Human rights organizations said,
however, that the practice of "faceless" judges led to widespread abuses and jailing of innocent
people.

Interim government calls for prompt return to court
In early December 2000, the head of interim President Valentin Paniagua's Cabinet, Javier Perez
de Cuellar, said the government would move quickly to restore relations with the San Jose-based
court. "In the next few days, Peru will normalize its situation in the Court of San Jose," said Perez
de Cuellar, adding that the court was the "fundamental pillar of the inter-American human rights
system, which we must never abandon." Perez de Cuellar said that, in the meantime, Peru would
abide by IACHR rulings. "We recognize all decisions of the IACHR, and we call on Congress to
approve as soon as possible the relevant resolution," said Perez de Cuellar.
On Jan. 12, Peru's Congress voted to return to the jurisdiction of the court. The 40-35 vote, with four
abstentions, came after nearly four hours of debate. Members of the pro-Fujimori bloc opposed the
legislation. Peru's Ambassador to the OAS Manuel Rodriguez Cuadros presented to OAS Secretary
General Cesar Gaviria the documents returning the country to the court's jurisdiction on Jan. 31.
Gaviria praised Paniagua's "solemn and sovereign" decision to return to the full jurisdiction of the
IACHR, saying it would "strengthen and reinforce the inter-American system." Rodriguez Cuadros
said the decision meant that "26 million Peruvians have regained the security that their rights will be
protected" if they believe they have been denied due process in cases of human rights violations.
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Visiting the seat of the IACHR in San Jose, Costa Rica, Peru's Justice Minister Diego Garcia Sayan
said Peru's return shows the new government's commitment to human rights and to strengthening
democracy in Latin America. He said Fujimori's decision to withdraw from the court was an
attempt "to turn Peru's back on the globalization of justice and democracy." Garcia Sayan said the
government would comply with the court's ruling to grant the Chileans a new trial. He said the
judicial authorities would have to retry the Chileans "with all the guarantees that the Peruvian
society requires so that people who are accused of being responsible for serious crimes are not
allowed to go free in the process."

Government accepted court rulings before vote
In November, after Fujimori faxed Congress his resignation from Japan, the legislature declared him
morally unfit for office. He left a country engulfed in corruption scandals surrounding his fugitive
former intelligence chief Vladimiro Montesinos. Since the interim government was installed, Peru
has followed through with several of the court's rulings without formally recognizing its jurisdiction.
Among those actions was the return of a television station to Israeli-born naturalized Peruvian
citizen Baruch Ivcher Bronstein. Ivcher lost control of Channel 2 in 1997 after broadcasting reports
linking the military to corruption and torture. Stripped of his Peruvian citizenship and facing tax
evasion and fraud charges, Ivcher left the country for three years (see NotiSur, 1997-09-19). Last Nov.
20, the same day Fujimori resigned from the presidency, Ivcher testified before the IACHR.
Ivcher said Fujimori had persecuted and harassed him and restricted his freedoms for having
denounced acts of corruption allegedly committed by Montesinos. The Costa Rica-based court
found that Fujimori's government violated personal freedoms, legal rights and protections, and
the right to life all included in the American Convention on Human Rights. The court is the
hemisphere's top human rights court and its rulings are considered binding on all states that have
signed the pact.

IACHR hands down two more rulings against Peru
The IACHR president, Brazilian Antonio Cancado, said he was extremely pleased that Peru
had returned to the court's jurisdiction. He said the return had "a special symbolism," since it
signified Peru's "return to its tradition of respecting human rights and to the inter-American
system of protection of individual guarantees." He said Peru was one of the first countries to sign
the American Human Rights Convention, to support the creation of the IACHR, and to accept its
jurisdiction.
On Feb. 8, the IACHR delivered two more decisions against Peru, one regarding three judges of
the Tribunal Constitucional who were fired in 1999 and the other regarding Ivcher (see NotiSur,
1997-06-06). The judges, Delia Revoredo, Manuel Aguirre Roca, and Guillermo Rey Terry, were
fired for rendering a decision against the constitutionality of Fujimori's second re-election bid
in 1999. After receiving the two new decisions regarding the Tribunal Constitucional judges and
Ivcher, Garcia Sayan said the decisions were unnecessary because the new government had already
reinstated the three judges and had returned to Ivcher his Peruvian nationality and his business.
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